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SUMMARY

Middleton-on-Sea Pond and Village Green is a small oasis of biodiversity in the centre of the
village and is an important village asset where people can come to see and enjoy wildlife. 

An ecological survey was carried out in May 2015 during which a range of native and non-
native plants were recorded. The report describes the habitats that are present on the site
and lists the fauna and flora observed.

Evidence of Great crested newts breeding in the pond was seen during the survey, which is
both of ecological interest and an important factor in determining the future management of
the site. This species has a high level of legal protection, which extends to the habitat it
uses.

A five-year plan of management actions is set out, which is designed to help enhance the
different habitats present on the Village Green for wildlife and for people. 

The management recommendations centre on increasing the depth of the pond, gradually
reducing the shade cast by trees and shrubs around the pond to increase the amount of
vegetation around the water’s edges and maintaining a varied habitat structure around the
Village Green, principally via the mowing regime.

Further suggestions for surveying and monitoring the development of the biodiversity of the
Village Green and increasing the amount of community engagement with the site are also
made.

The Village Green offers a useful refuge for native fauna and flora and despite its urban
location  it  is  part  of  a  more extensive  network  of  “greenspace”  in  this  part  of  the West
Sussex  coastal  plain.  The greenspace  network  of  linked  gardens and  small  patches  of
undeveloped land has a greater capacity to support wildlife than any single garden or small
area of semi-natural habitat could on its own.

2



1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

This report  concerns a small area of land known as Middleton-on-Sea Pond and Village
Green (“the site”).

The site covers approximately 0.4 acres at the junction of the B2132 Middleton Road and
Sea Lane in the heart of the coastal village of Middleton-on-Sea in West Sussex. National
Grid Reference for the site is SZ973003

The site is currently owned by West Sussex County Council and managed by Middleton-on-
Sea Parish Council.

In June 2014 the site was designated a Village Green, earning it statutory protection from
development and guaranteeing its use for informal recreation by local people into the future.

A small area on the eastern side of Sea Lane is included in the Village Green designation
but was excluded from this assessment because the Parish Council anticipate that it will
continue to be managed as an area of formal, mown verge and shrubs.

The extent of the site covered by this report is shown on the site map at the end of this
report.

The ecological survey was carried out at the request of Middleton-on-Sea Parish Council
(MOSPC). Its purpose was to gather baseline information about the biodiversity of the site
so that future management decisions can be made with the existing and potential wildlife
value of the site in mind.

A series of management recommendations are made in the report based on the following
terms of reference. The recommendations are presented as a basic 5-year management
work plan for the site in section 5.0.

1.2 Terms of reference

 To conserve and enhance valuable semi-natural habitats

 To conserve and enhance populations of native fauna

 To conserve and enhance the structural and habitat diversity of the site

 To control and if possible eliminate non-native, invasive species

 To maximise biodiversity

 To promote quiet enjoyment of the site by local residents

 To conserve the mixture of formal and traditional landscape features within
the village environment

 To ensure the recommendations conform with the Parish Council  insurer’s
requirements
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2.0 SURVEY METHOD

2.1 Desk Study

In  September  2014  the  Middleton-on-Sea  Parish  Clerk  made  a  request  to  the  Sussex
Biodiversity Records Centre (SxBRC) for any existing biodiversity data about the site. 

The SxBRC data report sets out what is already known about wildlife in the vicinity of the
site. Data from the report was used in the production of this assessment and management
plan. A copy of the data report is held by MOSPC.

2.2 Field Survey

A field survey of the site was carried out on 21st May 2015 in warm, sunny and still weather
conditions by Kate Ryland BSc (Hons), CEnv, MCIEEM of Dolphin Ecological Surveys.

The field survey comprised a site walkover to identify,  assess and map the habitats and
features present.  A vascular plant species list  was produced and casual observations of
fauna were also recorded.

The  lists  of  flora  and  fauna  observed  during  the  survey  are  presented  in  section  7.0.
Inevitably the lists contain just  a sample of  the species that are actually present in and
around the site because the wildlife observations made on a single visit will be subject to
seasonal bias. 

Ongoing biodiversity surveys would be needed to build up a comprehensive list of species
that occur on the site throughout the year.

3.0 SURVEY RESULTS

3.1 Desk Study

The results of the SxBRC data search did not reveal any records specifically for the village
green and pond site apart from a 2007 record for round-fruited rush Juncus compressus, a
rare species  in  Sussex generally  found in  wet  meadows,  that  appears  to be from very
nearby  if  not  from the  area  around  the  pond  itself  (the  location  is  simply  recorded  as
“Middleton”).

Other key species of interest recorded in the vicinity over the last 20 years are:

 Great crested newt  Triturus cristatus from Felpham 2010.  This species was also
present  at  a site  in  Elmer  Road that  was known to support  good populations  of
amphibians and reptiles in 1993.

 Water vole Arvicola amphibius from Ryebank Rife and ditches in the river floodplain
to the north of Middleton-on-sea.

 A small number of bats were been recorded feeding in the general area in 2001

 Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus several records between Felpham and Yapton from
2001-2006

 A wide range of moths, many of them notable species, submitted by a local recorder.

4



 The data report contains a large number of bird records from the area around the site
but this data is not site-specific.

More details of the status and importance of these species can be found in the SxBRC
report. 

In summary, the species that are subject to the highest levels of legal protection are Great
crested newts and bats (all species), which are European Protected Species covered by the
Habitats Directive (2010) and the Water vole which is subject to full protection in UK law
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981 as amended).

Water voles are unlikely to occur in the pond since it is not very good habitat for this species
due to the lack of marginal vegetation and regular drying out. However, the pond is directly
linked to much more suitable habitat which is occupied by water voles via the network of
ditches throughout Middleton-on-Sea. It  is therefore not impossible that dispersing Water
voles could find their way to the pond on occasion.

The  habitat  on  the  site  is  far  more  suitable  for  Great  crested  newts  and  bats.  Indeed
evidence of Great crested newt presence was found in the pond during the field survey (see
below).

The Parish Council member responsible for much of the management of the site reports that
frogspawn and newts have been observed in the pond. There were also terrapins inhabiting
the pond in the past but these have not been observed for several years and are presumed
to have gone.

3.2 Site Description

3.2.1 Summary of findings

The main habitats and features described in this section are shown on a map at the end of
this report.

The Village Green is an elongated oval shape of approximately 0.4 acres with the pond at its
centre and areas of grassland, scrub and trees around it.

The  site  has  something  of  a  woodland  atmosphere.  Around  80% of  the  pond’s  banks
support trees and shrubs, which cast shade over much of the water’s surface. There are
several mature trees of different species across the site.

Round-fruited rush, which was recorded from somewhere near the pond in 2007, was not
observed on the site during the survey.

The most significant and interesting result of the ecological survey was evidence of Great
crested newts attempting to breed in the pond. 

Although there is  a rather limited amount  of  aquatic  and semi-aquatic  vegetation in  the
pond, the submerged parts of water mint plants at the northern end of the pond had the
characteristically folded leaves indicating where female newts have deposited their eggs.
Close  examination  revealed  them  to  be  great  crested  newt  eggs,  which  confirms  the
presence of this charismatic amphibian species. 
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There is a very limited amount of egg laying substrate available for newts and the pond’s
resident  ducks  and  moorhen  are  likely  to  further  reduce  any  vegetation  by  grazing.
Therefore once a single egg Great crested newt egg was confirmed no further folded leaves
were examined because there is a strong risk that exposing the eggs will prevent them from
developing properly.

The confirmed presence of great crested newts on the site has some important implications
for site management because of the legal status of the species. More details are given in
section 4.0 and in the Appendix.

There is open public access to the whole site apart from the western edge of the pond and a
bench in the north of the site gives a good view over the pond. It is clearly a popular place
for local residents to sit and enjoy the peace and quiet of the village green.

The western part of the site is deliberately left unmanaged and inaccessible to provide a
refuge area for wildlife.

3.2.2 The pond

The pond is fed by rainwater combined with surface run-off from the Middleton Road to its
north. Water quality is likely to be compromised on occasion by pollutants such as oil, diesel
and salt from the road.

It was originally a farm pond and there is also an old well below a concrete slab near the
eastern bank (MOSPC pers.com). 

The pond inlet ditch in the north enters the site via a culvert from the road drains. The ditch
is narrow and quite shallow with a small accumulation of dead leaves in the channel. 

In late May there was a narrow fringe of unmown vegetation on the eastern side of the inlet
ditch, which had allowed tall wildflowers to grow and flower. 

Inlet ditch showing fringe of tall vegetation
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On the western side of the inlet ditch there is a fairly steep, wooded bank up to the fence of
the adjoining property. The bank supports a strip of mixed tree and shrub species including
sycamore, hazel, horse chestnut, elder and cherry over a field layer of bramble, ivy, nettle,
pendulous sedge, wood avens and abundant primrose.

At the northern tip of the pond there is a shallow bay and an area of eroded bank with
exposed tree roots. An expanse of exposed mud was evident in late May due to the low
water level at that time.

Northern end of pond showing exposed tree roots and muddy bay

Marginal  vegetation around the pond is very sparse with just  occasional  plants such as
water mint and gipsywort in the north and patches of pendulous sedge on the eastern bank.
An area of shallow water in the south supports the best stand of semi-aquatic vegetation
including yellow flag iris, great willowherb, purple loosestrife, gipsywort and bittersweet.

Vegetation at the southern end of the pond

An outlet ditch at the southern end of the pond is designed to function only at times of flood
or high surface water flows. This ditch runs alongside Sea Lane and eventually flows via a
culvert to the sea.
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This dry ditch is quite steep-sided with a narrow channel (less than 1m wide at its base) with
a deep layer of leaf litter.

There are small bridges over the ditch for access to the houses along Sea Lane. Trees and
shrubs that form the property boundaries adjoin and in places overhang the ditch. 

3.2.3 Pond banks

Much of the western edge of the pond supports a dense tangle of mixed trees, shrubs and
bramble, which extends from the boundary with the neighbouring property down a narrow
banks and some way into the pond itself. 

Two large sycamore trees are growing out over the pond from the western boundary.

View across the pond to the western bank with pendulous sedge in the foreground

A group of  several  large,  multi-stemmed willows  on the northeastern  edge of  the  pond
appear to have been pollarded in the past.

The eastern side of the pond generally supports a mixture of rather dense woody vegetation
including a large bay tree along with sallow,  elder and sycamore.  Patches of pendulous
sedge and bramble occur below these trees and shrubs.

In the south of the site, where the outlet drain leaves the pond, a mature copper beech is
prominent near the dense area of mixed trees and scrub.
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View of the pond from the south and bank with cow parsley

Near  the  bench  and  notice  board  on  Sea  Lane,  a  section  of  the  scrubby  pond  edge
vegetation has been opened up to give a view of the pond. This open bank supports an
attractive area of tall,  herbaceous vegetation,  which in late May was predominantly cow
parsley with an understorey of three-cornered garlic. 

3.2.4 Grassland

The northern part of the site comprises an area of short, mown and trampled grassland with
specimen trees of horse chestnut, oak and sycamore. Most of the grassland in this area is
very patchy and not of botanical interest.

Grassland area in the north of the Village Green

Near the pond’s edge there are small clumps of garden daffodils, bluebell and cow parsley
that had been left to flower and only mown once flowering was over.

The grass verge alongside Sea Lane is closely mown but it is clear that great care is taken
to avoid mowing the daffodils, bluebells and other spring flowers that are present. A few
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species of common native wildflowers were noted in the south of this verge, for example
selfheal and meadow buttercup.

Alongside the outlet ditch there is a strip of unmown, tall herb vegetation which appeared to
have been reduced from approximately 2m wide to approximately 1m wide shortly before
the survey in late May. Plants noted within this zone include predominantly nettle but also
white deadnettle, pendulous sedge, cultivated daffodil and forget-me-not.

3.2.5 Trees

Mature trees of several species occur across the site including horse chestnut, sycamore
and beech. 

The largest and probably oldest tree on the Village Green is a mature horse chestnut close
to  Middleton  Road.  This  splendid  tree  has  many  features  of  value  to  wildlife  such  as
deadwood in the crown, tree holes, bark flaps and crevices. An annual tree inspection is
carried out on the site and this old tree is monitored carefully to ensure that it remains in a
safe condition.

3.2.6 Paths

There are two linked paths that run through the site; a formal, surfaced path alongside Sea
Lane and a smaller, informal path nearer to the pond’s bank. 

Between the two paths there is a small block of trees and shrubs, which contains both native
and non-native species over a ground flora that also includes a mixture of native and garden
plants.

Area between the two paths

Plants noted in this small but diverse block include horse chestnut, elm, cherry, willow, elder,
sycamore,  evergreen  spindle,  rowan,  cow parsley,  lesser  celandine,  stinking  iris,  hybrid
bluebell, ivy and primrose.
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4.0 ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

4.1 Flora

The site supports a mixture of native and non-native plants. From a wildlife point of view it is
usually  better  to  promote the growth  of  native  plant  species  over  non-native  or  garden
species, particularly in semi-natural habitats in the wider countryside. This is because native
plants are often better suited to meet the needs of native fauna and also because some
non-native plants can be very invasive. 

In an urban setting, such as the Village Green, having a mixture of native and non-native
species is very common and is not really a problem, providing the garden species are not
likely to spread into the wider countryside. 

Native and non-native plants can supply resources for wildlife such as pollen and nectar for
invertebrates or fruit and berries for birds. The structure of vegetation, such as scrub, may
be more important than its component species when it is providing shelter or safe nesting
places.

4.2 Fauna 

A full inventory of the fauna that inhabits the site can only be made through ongoing surveys
and observations over time. 

The survey carried out in May 2015 recorded Great crested newts, several common species
of wetland and garden birds, two butterfly species and a single damselfly species. The site
is also likely to provide good habitat for a range of other invertebrates, birds, small mammals
and bats. 

With appropriate management there is very good potential  to enhance the site for many
species of flora and fauna.

4.3 Habitats and Features

4.3.1 Seasonally dry pond

The pond is the central feature of the site, both visually and from a biodiversity point of view.
Its presence will  exert a strong influence on the type of wildlife that inhabits the site and
good management of the pond will do much to enhance the biodiversity of the site.

Freshwater  ponds that  dry  out  intermittently  are  good habitats  for  breeding  amphibians
because any fish that arrive in the pond cannot become established. Fish predation reduces
the survival rate of newt and frog larvae and tadpoles so fish-free ponds are particularly
valuable.

4.3.2 Scrub

Scrub is a very useful habitat for all  kinds of wildlife,  including breeding birds, and as a
source of food for invertebrates. It  also provides cover and protection from predators for
small animals. 

The scrub habitats at the Village Green comprise a mixture of native and garden species
including several species with valuable flowers and fruit such as bramble, hawthorn, holly
and hazel. 
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The dense, scrubby vegetation on the west side of the pond provides excellent sheltered
habitat for a variety of wildlife and a safe nesting places for birds. It is also likely to be ideal
foraging  and  hibernation  habitat  for  amphibians,  including  Great  crested  newts  and
mammals such as hedgehogs.

Some trees and shrubs overhanging the surface of the pond can be a useful feature for
wildlife. They create areas of cool, shaded water in mid-summer, cover for breeding birds
and  safe  refuge  from predators.  However,  there  needs  to  be a  balance  between  cool,
shaded areas and warm, open sunny banks. Herbaceous aquatic and water’s edge plants
need plenty of light to develop.

4.3.3 Marginal and semi-aquatic vegetation

Many species of dragonflies and damselflies are attracted to tall stands of vegetation on
sunny pond edges where they can rest between hunting forays. Dragonfly larvae climb up
emergent vegetation as they metamorphose from aquatic predators to flying adults.

Amphibian larvae and aquatic invertebrates also favour areas of warm, shallow water with
protection from predators provided by marginal vegetation.

4.3.4 Tall herbaceous vegetation

The stands of tall vegetation that are retained along the ditches provide cover and foraging
habitat for amphibians and small mammals such as voles and shrews as well  as a food
source for many invertebrates. For example patches of nettle will attract butterflies such as
the peacock and red admiral to lay their eggs on this plant.

4.3.5 Mature trees 

The  many  trees  present  on  the  site  are  very  valuable  features,  which  provide  many
resources for wildlife. In particular the larger trees have a range of niches that could be used
by nesting birds and roosting bats. The tree holes, cracks and flaps of bark can all be used
as places for bats to take shelter during the day.

4.4 Current Management

The  current  management  of  the  site  is  already  helping  to  promote  its  biodiversity.  In
particular the careful mowing regime has created areas along the paths, verges and near
benches with a short, frequently mown sward that allows easy access for people. In other
areas where access is less important, patches of flowering plants are allowed to persist. 

The flowering plants,  both native wildflowers  and some of  the garden escapes present,
provide valuable resources for wildlife such as pollen and nectar for insects including bees,
hoverflies and butterflies.

The areas of unmown, tall vegetation that are retained around parts of the site provide a
very valuable habitat for a range of wildlife (see 4.3.4).

Bird nest boxes are present in several of the trees. The boxes are made and maintained by
a member of the Parish Council who reports that they have been occupied in the past by tits
and blackbirds.

The Parish Council arranges for annual tree safety inspections to be carried out and prompt
action will be taken if any trees are believed to be in a dangerous condition.
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5.0 MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Management Constraints and Opportunities

Middleton-on-Sea  Pond  and  Village  Green  site  has  a  natural  and  tranquil  atmosphere
despite being within sight of a busy road and a parade of shops. 

The site is clearly much loved by local residents and is also an attractive feature for visitors
to the village. These management recommendations aim to build on its special appeal and
also enhance this valuable village asset for wildlife and for people.

Sensitive and appropriate management of the pond and the areas around it is particularly
important for Great crested newts (GCN). Management to provide good habitat for GCN
throughout their lifecycle will also benefit many other species of wildlife.

The Parish Council as landowner has the responsibility for managing the site and some of
the recommendations in this plan have cost implications. However, volunteers and members
of  the  community  could  undertake  many of  the  suggested  management  tasks.  Indeed,
members of the Parish Council already carry out important aspects of management on the
Village Green. 

Wider involvement  of  local  groups and individuals  in some aspects of  site management
would help to increase community engagement. For example, pre-school and school groups
could grow wildflower plugs to enhance the area, individuals or groups could take on the
fixed point photography and the design or artwork of an interpretive board would benefit
from community input.

5.2 Pond management

5.2.1 Pond management and Great crested newts

GCN breed in ponds during the early spring months and their young develop in water over
the summer before metamorphosing into adults. For much of the year adult newts spend
their time on land, foraging for invertebrate prey and hibernating during the winter.

Routine management of the pond and surrounding habitats that is beneficial to the newts is
straightforward and their legal status should not cause undue concern to the Parish Council.

It is, however, very important that anyone carrying out management activities on the Village
Green is made aware of the presence of this species, its legal status and the need to avoid
harming individual animals or damaging its habitat.

Detailed guidance from Natural England on the protection and licences relevant to GCN can
be found at:

https://www.gov.uk/great-crested-newts-protection-surveys-and-licences

The key information from this guidance as it  affects Middleton Parish Council  and pond
management at the Village Green are reproduced in the Appendix.

5.2.2 Pond edge vegetation

One of the most beneficial long-term management actions for the site’s biodiversity would
be to promote more extensive growth of a wide fringe of marginal vegetation around the
pond. This would improve the habitat for invertebrates such as dragonflies, damselflies and

13

https://www.gov.uk/great-crested-newts-protection-surveys-and-licences


water beetles, amphibians such as frogs and newts as well  as providing better cover for
breeding wetland birds.

At the moment the most easily accessible banks of the pond in the south, north and east are
very shaded by trees and shrubs. This has largely suppressed the growth of plants along
the water’s margins making it possible for people to have direct access to the water. 

A wide fringe of marginal vegetation would create a buffer between the bank and open water
that  would  help  to  discourage  people  from entering  the  pond.  Marginal  vegetation  that
includes flowering species adds colour and visual appeal to the pond environment.

Area of bare bank under the shade of trees

Creating some breaks in the woody vegetation on the eastern bank and expanding the gap
on the southern bank by coppicing the large bay tree behind the bench will maximise the
amount of light reaching the water’s surface and promote the growth of marginal vegetation. 

When reducing tree and shrub cover on the east and south sides of the pond, the patchy tall
herb/pendulous sedge vegetation already present below the trees should be retained as
these plants  will  quickly  respond  to  increased  light  levels  and  spread around  the pond
margins.

Coppicing is preferable to completely removing shrubs in most cases because the bushy
regrowth will help to further discourage access by people to the pond edges.

The sycamores that extend out over pond from the western boundary should be coppiced or
at least reduced in size when the pond is next dry in late summer or autumn. This would
help to reduce the amount of shading and leaf input to the pond but should only be carried
out outside the nesting season (which runs from late February to the end of August).

Selective tree thinning and coppicing should only be carried out in the winter months when
amphibians are hibernating and there is no danger of disturbing nesting birds. Any trees with
cracks, crevices or tree holes that could harbour roosting or hibernating bats should only be
felled or coppiced after a thorough inspection by a suitably experienced person to ensure
that no bats are present.
Species such as sycamore and bay that are either less beneficial to wildlife or are more
likely  to  cause  future  management  problems  should  be  targeted  when  thinning  and
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coppicing around the pond banks. Sycamore trees will add a large amount of leaf litter to the
pond whilst bay casts dense shade on the pond bank and its very waxy leaves are slow to
rot, which can suppress plants growing below its canopy.

Some of the larger stems and branches of coppiced trees and shrubs should be made into
small woodpiles in out of the way, shady corners of the site where they will provide good
habitat  for  various  species  of  wildlife.  As  the  wood  decays  it  will  support  deadwood
invertebrates, mosses and fungi. Hollows in the woodpiles provide shelter and hibernation
niches for amphibians and other fauna.

5.2.3 Silt reduction

The pond is very shallow with an apparently deep layer of silt and it is reported to dry out in
most summers. It was last de-silted approximately 8-9 years ago (MOSPC pers.comm.)

Late summer drying is  not  necessarily  a bad thing because it  prevents the pond being
colonised by fish, which prey on amphibian larvae, and discourages people from dumping
unwanted goldfish and terrapins in it.  However,  the pond would benefit  greatly from de-
silting.

Removing accumulated silt would increase the amount of water the pond holds so that it
does not dry out too early in the year, before amphibian larvae have time to complete their
metamorphosis. Extra capacity in the pond would also help with its flood storage function
and could alleviate surface water accumulation in the vicinity of the Village Green.

If  the  pond  is  de-silted  the  shallow  edges  and  gently  sloping  bank  profiles  should  be
retained, partly for safety reasons but also for the benefit of wildlife. Marginal vegetation will
establish far better along shallow margins than along very steep banks.

Silt from the pond would have to be removed from the site so a waste disposal licence may
be needed for this operation.

The Parish Council will need to ensure that any contractor chosen to carry out the de-silting,
re-profiling and spoil disposal operation has an understanding of, and experience with ponds
containing GCN and managed for wildlife benefit.

The pond could be de-silted during the autumn months without the need for a conservation
licence from Natural England if it is carried out when the pond is already dry so that the risk
of harming GCN is avoided.

Once de-silting and coppicing have taken place, marginal species are likely to colonise the
pond banks naturally. However, if natural regeneration is slow and there are too many open
gaps  with  access to  the water  then it  would  be acceptable  to  plant  appropriate  native
wetland species derived from a local source to speed up the process. 

A colourful mixture of emergent wetland plants around the pond edges could be promoted
by using either individual  plants or pre-planted coir rolls.  The latter is a more expensive
option but the coir rolls can have the added benefit of helping to stabilise eroding banks,
which might be a useful technique on the steepest parts of the eastern bank. 

Appropriate  native  species  that  could  be  considered  include  purple  loosestrife  Lythrum
salicaria, yellow flag  Iris pseudacorus,  marsh marigold  Caltha palustris, soft rush  Juncus
effusus,  reed canary grass  Phalaris  arundinacea,  yellow loosestrife  Lysimachia  vulgaris,
water  forget-me-not  Myosotis  scorpioides,  ragged robin  Silene flos-cuculi, branched bur-
reed  Sparganium erectum and water  chickweed  Myosoton aquaticum.  Plants  should  be
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chosen to provide a well-structured fringe of vegetation around the pond with some over-
wintering stems to provide continuous cover for fauna.

5.3 Ditches

The inlet  and  outlet  ditches  are  currently  well  managed  and  simply  require  occasional
clearance of accumulated leaves and debris from the channel bed to ensure free flow of
water when necessary.

Leaving  strips  of  tall,  less  frequently  mown  vegetation  along  the  ditches  is  very  good
practice and provides useful  wildlife  habitat  along these linear  features.  Where possible
some tall vegetation on the far banks of the ditches should be left completely undisturbed
but  where vegetation needs to be cut  back annually,  for example to allow access, then
mowing should be carried out only during the late autumn or winter months.

Tall vegetation retained alongside the outlet ditch

5.4 Grassland

The grassland areas around the pond have an improved sward dominated by a just few
grasses and very common wildflower species.

There is potential to increase the number and diversity of pollen- and nectar-rich wildflowers
in the grassland and around trees in the north of the Village Green using wildflower plugs,
which ideally could be grown from locally sourced seed. 

Plant plugs of woodland species and early flowering plants (that grow before the leaf canopy
closes)  would be most  likely  to thrive on the Village Green,  though some common and
colourful  species  could  also  be  included  such  as  common  birds-foot-trefoil  Lotus
corniculatus, ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare and red clover Trifolium pratense.

Growing plant plugs for grassland enhancement is an activity that could be carried out by
local  schools as a way to involve members of  the local  community in management and
enhancement of the Village Green.

Sources of advice and information on grassland enhancement techniques can be found at
www.floralocale.org and http://www.kew.org/business-centre/welcome-uk-native-seed
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5.5 Invasive Species

There are several non-native plant  species present on the site,  including three-cornered
garlic  and  hybrid  bluebell,  which  are  considered  problematic  in  the  wider  countryside.
However, in the context of the site’s urban location it is not considered necessary to carry
out control of these species, though they should not be allowed to spread beyond the site’s
boundaries.

As a guiding principle any future planting on the site should only use native species.

Further advice about invasive species and methods of invasive species control can be found
at the website of the GB non-native species secretariat www.nonnativespecies.org

5.6 Other Recommendations

5.6.1 Artificial habitats

There are already bird boxes in some of the trees but there is scope for additional boxes of
different shapes and hole sizes to be installed to promote nesting by a range of species. 

Installing bat boxes is not recommended since there are already good natural bat roosting
features available  within  the mature trees.  In  order  to  check and maintain  bat  boxes  a
licensed bat worker would need to be involved.

5.6.2 Wildlife surveys and monitoring

Further investigation of the wildlife using the site is strongly recommended to help inform
future management and to document the biodiversity of the Village Green. 

It is likely that there are local biological recorders who might be willing to carry out some of
the surveys at little or no cost, for example the SxBRC report shows that there is a moth
recorder living nearby who might be willing to run a moth trap on the site. 

The  Sussex  Ornithological  Society  and  Sussex  Bat  Group  are  very  strong  local
organisations that may have members living in Middleton-on-Sea who could perhaps help
with bird and bat recording.

As  the  pond  management  progresses  it  is  likely  that  more  species  of  dragonfly  and
damselfly will make use of the habitat and in future surveys of these invertebrates would be
appropriate.

Amphibian surveys during the breeding season would probably need to be commissioned
and there would be a cost for these. This is because a licence from Natural England is
needed to undertake surveys of GCN. Nevertheless it would be very useful to have more
information about this aspect of the site’s ecology and to allow the success of management
for GCN to be measured against a baseline of information.

A  very  good  way  to  monitor  progress  with  management  and  to  document  changes  in
habitats is to take photographs at regular intervals from fixed points around the site. Setting
up fixed-point  photographic  monitoring is highly recommended as a cheap and effective
action.

5.6.3 Site infrastructure
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The Village Green would  benefit  enormously  from installation  of  an interpretation board,
which could highlight special  features of the pond, explain its importance for wildlife and
reasons  for  management.  A  well-designed  board  could  also  ask  people  to  refrain  from
feeding ducks and explain the reasons why.

Interpretive boards at Friston Village Pond in East Sussex, which outline the pond’s history
and wildlife

Feeding ducks is a recurring problem at village ponds because people take great pleasure
in the close contact it brings them with wild birds. Unfortunately it can cause real welfare
problems for  the ducks,  which are usually  fed with  highly  inappropriate foodstuff.  In the
worst  cases  it  can  also  artificially  boost  duck  numbers  on  a  small  pond  leading  to
degradation of the water quality,  complete lack of aquatic vegetation and eroded, muddy
banks.

Litter control and provision of a dog waste bin appear to be effective in keeping litter and
other waste to a minimum on the site and should be continued.

18



6.0 FIVE-YEAR WORK PLAN

Also see the management tasks map.

Task Timing Workforce 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Coppice bay tree in 
south east of pond

November – 
January

Volunteers X

Coppice small 
blocks of bankside 
trees and shrubs

November – 
January

Volunteers X X X

Coppice 
overhanging 
sycamore trees

During pond de-
silting or if pond 
is dry during the 
period 
September – 
January

Contractor or
volunteers

X

Create small 
woodpiles with cut 
material

November - 
January

Contractor or
volunteers

X X X

De-silt pond Only when the 
pond is already
dry in the 
period 
September – 
October

Contractor X

Design and install 
interpretation board

As convenient Advertise
across the
parish for

community
input

X X

Survey of breeding 
amphibians

March – May Contractor X

Wildlife surveys As appropriate Volunteers if
possible

X X X X

Enhance grassland 
with 
woodland/shade-
tolerant wildflower 
plugs

Grow plants 
over summer 
and plant in 
autumn when 
ground 
conditions are 
suitably damp

Local
community
involvement

and
volunteers

X X X

Take fixed point 
photographs of the 
site

At 3 monthly 
intervals to show
seasonal 
difference

Volunteers X X X X X
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7.0 SPECIES LISTS

7.1 Plant Species List

Abundance is given on the DAFOR scale where D = Dominant, A = Abundant, F = Frequent,
O = Occasional, R = Rare and L = Locally. Some of the garden shrubs present were not all
identified to species due to seasonal constraints.

Latin Name Common Name Abundance Comments and Status
Acer campestre Field maple AWI
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F Including copper Acer specimen
Aesculus
hippocastanum

Horse chestnut F

Agrostis stolonifera Creeping bent-grass F
Allium triquetrum Three-cornered garlic LF Non-native  plant  of  garden  origin

and potentially invasive
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow parsley FLA
Arum maculatum Lords and ladies R
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Brachypodium
sylvaticum

False-brome OLF

Cardamine pratensis Cuckoo-flower R Larval  foodplant  of  orange  tip
butterfly

Carex pendula Pendulous sedge F
Cerastium fontanum Common  mouse-ear

chickweed
R

Corylus avellana Hazel R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn R
Dryopteris filix-mas Male fern O
Epilobium hirsutum Great willowherb LF Wetland plant
Euonymus japonica Evergreen spindle R Non-native shrub of garden origin
Fagus sylvatica Beech R Including copper specimen
Ficaria verna Lesser celandine F
Galium aparine Common cleavers F
Geum urbanum Wood avens OLF
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy OLF
Hedera helix Ivy F
Heracleum
sphondylium

Hogweed OLF

Hyacinthoides  x
massartiana

Hybrid bluebell OLA Non-native plant of garden origin

Ilex aquifolium Holly R AWI
Iris foetidissima Stinking iris LF Probably of garden origin
Iris pseudacorus Yellow flag R Wetland plant
Lamium album White dead-nettle LF
Laurus nobilis Bay O Non-native plant of garden origin
Lolium perenne Perennial rye-grass ALD
Lycopus europaeus Gipsywort O Wetland plant
Lythrum salicaria Purple loosestrife R Wetland plant
Mentha aquatica Water mint O Wetland plant
Myosotis sylvatica Wood forget-me-not O Non-native species of garden origin
Narcissus sp. Daffodil F Non-native species of garden origin
Oxalis sp. Oxalis sp. R Non-native species of garden origin
Phyladelphus sp. Mock-orange R Non-native species of garden origin
Plantago major Greater plantain LF
Poa annua Annual meadow-grass FLA
Poa trivialis Rough meadow-grass F
Primula vulgaris Primrose OLF
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Latin Name Common Name Abundance Comments and Status
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal OLF
Prunus sp. Cherry sp. R Not identifiable to species level
Quercus robur Pedunculate oak R
Ranunculus acris Meadow buttercup OLF
Ranunculus repens Creeping buttercup OLF
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble FLA
Rumex crispus Curled dock O
Salix alba White willow O
Salix cinerea Grey willow O
Salix x fragilis Hybrid crack-willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder OLF
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet LF
Sorbus aria Whitebeam R
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge woundwort O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion OLF
Taxus baccata Yew R
Ulmus procera English elm LF
Urtica dioica Common nettle F
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved

speedwell
O

Plant status abbreviations:
AWI = Ancient Woodland Indicator Species (plants often associated with ancient woodland habitats in
the South-east of England). Note that the presence of one or more AWI does not necessarily indicate
that the habitat is ancient woodland

Nomenclature  is  taken  from the  New Flora  of  the  British  Isles.  3rd Edition.  C.  A.  Stace  (2010).
Cambridge University Press

7.2 Fauna Observed

7.2.1 Birds
Magpie Pica pica
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
Wood pigeon Columba palumbus
Moorhen (breeding) Gallinula chloropus
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
Robin Erithacus rubecula
Blackbird Turdus merula
Dunnock Prunella modularis

7.2.2 Amphibians
Great crested newt (egg) Triturus cristatus

7.2.3 Invertebrates
Speckled wood Pararge aegeria
Holly blue Celastrina argiolus
Large red damselfly Pyrrhosoma numphula
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APPENDIX

Relevant Extracts Taken from the Natural England Guidance on Great Crested Newt
Protection and Licences

This guidance was updated 18th May 2015. Accessed from www.gov.uk 19th June 2015

Great crested newts are a European protected species.  The animals,  its eggs and their
breeding sites and resting places are protected by law.

You may be able to get a licence from Natural England if you’re planning an activity and
can’t avoid disturbing them or damaging their habitats (ponds and the land around ponds).

What you must not do

Things that would cause you to break the law include:

 capturing, killing, disturbing or injuring great crested newts deliberately
 damaging or destroying a breeding or resting place
 obstructing access to their resting or sheltering places (deliberately or by not taking

enough care)
 possessing, selling, controlling or transporting live or dead newts, or parts of them
 taking great crested newt eggs

You could be sent to prison for up to 6 months and be fined £5,000 for each offence if you’re
found guilty.

Activities that can harm great crested newts

Activities that can affect great crested newts include:

 maintaining or restoring ponds, woodland, scrub or rough grassland
 removing dense vegetation and disturbing the ground
 removing materials like dead wood piled on the ground
 excavating the ground, for example to renovate a building
 filling in or destroying ponds or other water bodies

Building  and  development  work  can  harm  great  crested  newts  and  their  habitats,  for
example if it:

 removes habitat or makes it unsuitable
 disconnects or isolates habitats, eg by splitting it up
 changes habitats of other species, reducing the newts’ food sources
 increases shade and silt in ponds or other water bodies used by the newts
 changes the water table
 introduces fish, which will eat newt eggs or young
 increases the numbers of people, traffic and pollutants in the area or the amount of

chemicals that run off into ponds

In many cases you should be able to avoid harming the newts, damaging or blocking access
to their habitats by adjusting your plans. Contact an ecologist for more information about
how to avoid harming the newts.
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If you can’t avoid this, you can apply for a mitigation licence from Natural England. You’ll
need expert help from an ecologist:

Pond management

You won’t need a licence for many cases of standard pond management works, but you will
need to plan the work well to minimise the risk of deliberate killing, injuring or disturbing
newts. By working carefully, you’ll make sure that your pond habitat recovers the following
year.

Your work should normally be carried out in late autumn through winter, typically between
early November to late January, when great crested newts are least likely to be present in
ponds.

This time period varies per pond because some adults may live in some ponds in winter, or
in  some cases newts  may leave the pond much earlier.  If  you have to do work  in  the
summer  months,  eg  because  of  ground  conditions,  then  you’ll  almost  certainly  need  a
licence.

You’ll need to consider the impact of the work on great crested newts before you start pond
management. You should survey:

 the pond to check for great crested newts (or another protected species)
 the  area  immediately  around  the  pond  to  consider  whether  the  work  will  affect

surrounding terrestrial great crested newt habitat

You should remember that large machinery can damage habitat and hibernacula. You must
not deposit the silt removed from ponds on areas used by great crested newts.

You should immediately stop work if you find great crested newts in the pond before or after
you start work if you’re doing pond management work without a licence. You should start
your work at a different time or do it in a different way to avoid harming the newts. If you
can’t avoid harming the newts then you’ll need to get a conservation licence.

Activities you don’t need a licence for

Activities you can do that wouldn’t break that law include:

 rescuing a great crested newt if it would die otherwise
 doing work to a pond during the winter when no great crested newts are likely to be

present
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