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MIDDLETON-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Held in the rear hall at the Jubilee Hall, Middleton-on-Sea 

On Wednesday 18th September 2019 

 

PRESENT – Councillors Shepherd (In the Chair), Mrs Claxton, Davies, Harris, Mrs 

Johnson, Jones, Mansfield, Mrs Mills, Newton, Mrs Pendleton, and the Clerk 

 

1. APOLOGIES (Approved) – None. 

                             (Noted)        – Councillor Mrs Haywood 

2. MINUTES – The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 17th July 2019 

having been circulated were amended.  Following the amendments the minutes were 

approved and signed. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were none. 

The Chairman informed members that the layout of the meeting room has been changed 

so all members can now face the public.  The Chairman also advised members as to their 

conduct at meetings, if any member has a question please do this through the chair also a 

sign has been attached to the doors advising that a meeting is in progress and not to enter, 

it relates mainly to the Development Control Committee meetings that take place prior to 

the full Parish Council meetings. 

The Chairman wished Mr Paul Wotherspoon all the best for the future following his 

resignation as a Parish Councillor which was echoed by all members. 

4. PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD – Two members of the public were present 

Mr Probert raised the issue of speeding through the village and vehicles entering the car 

park are driving too fast.  The Chairman was delighted to inform Mr Probert that 

Councillor Mrs Claxton who is leading the Community Speed Watch Group (CSWG) for 

Middleton had a meeting earlier with volunteers of CSWG and this will soon be up and 

running and hopefully this will improve the situation. 

Mr Brookland raised the following, he was pleased that the fencing in the car park has 

now been done but the pothole entering Shrubbs Drive car park has not been done, also a 

recycling bin needs replacing and the bus shelters need cleaning more often.  The Clerk 

was requested to report the above to the relevant councils. 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

The Clerk having previously circulated the report was noted by members.  Councillor 

Mrs Mills stated that it was an excellent report 

6.  COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT  

County Councillor Mrs Pendleton stated that she had not done a report this time but gave 

a verbal update on the following matters. Wreaths for Remembrance Day Service on 10th 

November 2019 she has four parishes and wants to know what parishes are doing.  There 

is a volunteer scheme to keep the parish tidy, West Sussex County Council will provide 

training and insurance is provided, a Team Leader is required, surrounding parishes are 

interested.  Councillor Mrs Johnson referred members to item 3 of the District 

Councillors report regarding increased planting of native woodland.  Councillor 

Mansfield supported this to increase the size of Worms Wood.  Councillor Mrs Pendleton 

agreed and suggested that the Parish Council put together what it would like such as a rim 

of trees as protection from the A259 and the woodland planted up.  Councillor Mrs 
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Johnson stated that funding for the planting of trees was available from the Urban Tree 

Fund and also the Forestry Commission.  Councillor Mrs Mills stated that following a 

letter to WSCC regarding Worms Wood, West Sussex County Council response has been 

that they will not be pursuing a country park. Councillor Mansfield stated that the 

planting of trees linking Worms Wood to land by the Dukes roundabout needed a licence 

but it would cushion the village from the A259.  The Chairman requested that the Clerk 

place this item on the agenda at the next parish council meeting. 

7. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT   

Councillor Mrs Pendleton stated that the Safer Arun Partnership have produced a card for 

the reporting of crime and anti-social behaviour, it is a two sided card with three levels of 

emergency contact details.  The Clerk was requested to issue the email to members. 

Councillor Mansfield stated that this was the best report for many years.  Councillor Mrs 

Mills suggested that the cards could be distributed to shops and doctors surgery in the 

village.  Clerk to check with Arun DC about obtaining cards.  Councillor Mrs Pendleton 

stated that the District Councillors report is a joint report this time and also last time.  

Last time the report was written on my computer and approved by both District 

Councillors and if there are any questions about this matter I will take it to the Arun DC 

Standards Committee. 

 8. ITEMS not otherwise on the Agenda which the Chairman is of the opinion 

should be considered as a matter of urgency due to special circumstances - There 

was nothing. 

9. FORWARD PLAN  

The Clerk stated that he will provide an update for members at the December 2019 

meeting following discussions on the plan goals with sub-committees. 

10. MATTERS ARISING 

a) Update on actions from previous meeting - The Clerk having previously 

 circulated a report was noted by members.  Councillor Mrs Pendleton confirmed 

 that there is a review meeting planned with Stagecoach with regard to the bus 

 service. 

b) WSCC Highways & Transport Members Update – Councillor Jones stated that 

WSCC looking to reduce their budgets and enquired if WSCC will provide any 

subsidy if the parish goes forward with this scheme.  Councillor Mrs Mills 

suggested that we need to get a Volunteer Work Force together and get some of 

the work done so we can be proud of our village.  Councillor Mrs Pendleton 

stated that WSCC have Community Volunteer Teams which can assist but very 

busy.  Councillor Mrs Mills stated that the sports pavilion may be available to 

store some equipment.  The Clerk was requested to place article in Middleton 

News for a Volunteer Work Force. 

c) Letter to Environment Agency 

Councillor Mansfield reported that he has taken a number of pictures of the Rife 

and the Clerk has produced a draft letter to the Environment Agency requesting 

that they de-silt the Ryebank Rife. Councillor Mrs Pendleton stated that there 

were two years of meetings with our Member of Parliament and a number of 

groups following the flooding and we do need to challenge the Environment 

Agency, this is a national issue and not just local.  Councillor Mansfield stated 

that in his opinion the rife is not fit for purpose and requested approval for the 
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letter to be sent.  Members agreed and the Clerk was requested to send the letter 

to the Environment Agency. 

d) Review of Capital Assets 

Councillor Mrs Pendleton stated that all local authorities are cash strapped and we 

need to investigate our parish assets to see if these can create more funds.  The 

Clerk was requested to send out to member’s details of the parish assets and a 

copy of the leases for discussion at the next meeting. 

e) Review of Constitution – Shrubbs Field Trust 

Item dropped no discussion. 

f) Policy on donations to local groups 

Councillor Mrs Pendleton reported that the policy of the Parish Council is not to 

donate funds to local groups and that this policy agreed in 2014 needs to be 

reviewed.  Councillor Mrs Claxton stated that donations to local groups is giving 

away resident’s money and would increase the parish precept.  Following a long 

discussion on how the process of donations to local groups would work it was 

decided to vote on whether the Parish Council should change its current policy on 

donations to local groups.  Councillor Mansfield called for a named vote.  A vote 

was taken 5 members voted in favour (Councillors Mrs Pendleton, Harris, 

Newton, Jones and Mrs Johnson) 5 members voted against (Councillors 

Shepherd, Mansfield, Mrs Claxton. Davies and Mrs Mills).  The voting was tied 

and the Chairman had the casting vote which was against changing the current 

parish council policy therefore the proposal FAILED. 

g) Dedicated Parish Council Website 

The Clerk having previously circulated a report advised members that the Parish 

Council needs to vote on whether the Parish Council should have a new dedicated 

website.  Councillor Mrs Claxton proposed that a new dedicated website be set up 

this was seconded by Councillor Newton.  A vote was taken and 8 voted in favour 

and 2 voted against the proposal and so it was resolved that the Parish Council 

will go forward on setting up a new dedicated website. 

h) JWAAC Survey. 

The Clerk requested members to send any comments to him so the survey can be 

completed by the 30th September 2019. 

i) Middleton-on-Sea Parish Action Plan 2004 

Councillor Mrs Johnson stated that this was issued in 2004 following a 

questionnaire being sent to all residents of which 798 responded.  It would appear 

that the Parish Council at that time did not take the action plan forward but that 

some of their actions within the plan are still outstanding and are included in the 5 

Year Forward Plan recently approved.  Councillor Mrs Mills stated that once the 

survey was completed and the Action Plan produced the Action Plan Committees 

job was completed. 

j) Insurance 2019-2020 

.The Clerk having previously circulated a report to members on the above 

requested approval for the insurance covering the period 1st October 2019 to 30th 

September 2020 with Eccleslastical Insurers with a 4% increase over the previous 

year.  This was agreed unanimously by members. 
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k) Reparishing – One Bognor  

The Clerk having previously circulated a report to members was noted. 

l) Middleton-on-Sea Summer Fete  

The Chairman reported that many people came onto the Parish Council stand but 

was disappointed with the lack of parish councillors assisting on the stand and 

suggested that next year a rota be set up to include all councillors. Some members 

requested to know the date for next year so they could put it in their diaries and 

the Clerk was requested to obtain the date and inform members. 

m) Meeting with Local Businesses 

The Clerk having previously circulated a report was noted by members.  

Councillor Harris stated that he will prepare a report for the next meeting to 

update members. 

n) Comet Corner Traffic Petition  

Councillor Newton stated that an article in Bognor Observer has been written and 

the petition is on the website.  The Clerk stated that an article will also be in the 

autumn 2019 edition of Middleton News.  Councillor Mrs Pendleton stated that 

the design for Comet Corner is in place but awaiting funding and stated that in her 

opinion this could take up to 5 years plus to get project underway. 

o) Informal Liaison Meeting of Parishes  

The Clerk having previously circulated a report was noted by members. 

p) Grant Award – Scottish & Southern Electricity  

Councillor Mrs Johnson reported that she was pleased with the grant and the 

equipment to be purchased would be split between Middleton and Elmer.  Storage 

was still a problem and that further funding was needed for equipment that was 

not approved. 

11. DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 

(a) The minutes dated 3rd July, 17th July, 7th August and 21st August having been 

 circulated to members were noted.   

12.       GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE  

 No meeting minutes to circulate 

.13.       PARISH LAND AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

 No meeting minutes to circulate 

  

14. CORRESPONDENCE  

          (a)  Clerk & Councils Direct 

 (b) WSCC Care Guide Review Survey (circulated) 

 (c) WSCC Electric Vehicle Strategy Consultation (circulated) 

 (d) A27 Arundel Bypass Public Consultation (circulated) 

 (e) Arun DC Review of Polling Arrangements (circulated) 

 (f) New Sussex Police District Commander (circulated) 

 (g) Arun DC Statement of Modifications - CIL (circulated) 

 (h) WSCC News Release – Smoke Alarm Warning – Tumble Dryer (circulated) 

            (I)  WSCC News Release – County Council backs Fire Service Improvement        

       Plan (circulated) 

            (j)  WSCC News Release – FireBreak pupils make the grade (circulated) 

            (k)  Sussex Police – New recruits (circulated) 
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            (l)   Arun DC – Statement of Licensing Policy Revised (circulated) 

           (m)  WSCC – Procurement of Commercial Property Agent (report circulated) 

            

15. FINANCE COMMITTEE  

a) Bank Accounts - 

The Clerk reported on the following Bank Accounts 

Current Account £  1,250.00 

Business Reserve £49,219.05 

Total £50,469.05 

 d)  Accounts for Payment  

   J.Lake Website * £44.70 

Admor Middleton News * £1107.00 

Gillian Fowler Middleton News * £473.83 

WSCC Payroll * £1228.36 

AED Locator Defibrillator * £117.60 

J.Lake Stationery * £103.30 

Bognor Regis Town 

Force 

Village Gateways * £781.80 

Willowbrook Refund Grant * £2804.96 

MOS Pond & Green Contribution * £2000.00 

Bersted PC Training * £20.00 

Carl Smith Notice Board * £350.00 

J.Lake Website * £12.94 

Came & Co Insurance * £1503.72 

KJB Contractors Willowbrook * £34200.00 

Bognor Regis Town 

Force 

Obelisk * £282.46 

Carl Smith Notice Board * £220.00 

WSCC Payroll * £1228.36 

    

Total   £46479.03 
 Issued prior to meeting 

 

16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Councillor Mrs Johnson reported that the steps outside café at Bankside are still roped off 

due to possible insurance claim, also the Duke of Cornwall Award is based on providing 

assistance to Community Projects which WSCC got involved in, and Councillor Mrs 

Pendleton suggested that Dennis Cooke be contacted. 

There being no further business the Chairman reminded members that the next meeting 

will be held on the 16th October 2019 at 7.00pm and the meeting closed at 8.52pm 
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