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MIDDLETON-ON-SEA PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Held in the rear hall at the Jubilee Hall, Middleton-on-Sea 

On Wednesday 17th October 2018 

 

PRESENT – Councillors Mrs Haywood (Chairman), Allsopp, Mrs Claxton, Darling, 

Davies, Mrs Johnson, Mansfield, Mrs Mills, Pendleton, Shepherd, Wotherspoon, County 

& Parish Councillor Mrs Pendleton, District Councillor Mrs Oakley and the Clerk. 

 

1. APOLOGIES (Approved) – None 

                             (Noted) - None                 

 

2. MINUTES – The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 19th September 

2018 having been circulated were approved and signed. 

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Councillor Mansfield declared a non-pecuniary 

interest in respect of item 9(b) being mentioned in the document. 

 

4. PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD – 6 members of the public were present. 

Miss Bowden raised the issue of vehicles parking legally on the road but making it 

difficult for buses to pass and requested that more yellow lines be made available in the 

village.  County Councillor Mrs Pendleton stated that West Sussex County Council 

Highways are responsible for deciding where yellow lines can be placed, there are plans 

to alter waiting times and to provide more yellow lines by exits from side roads.  Mr 

Brookland raised the issue of the signpost again, the Clerk stated that this has been 

reported yet again with a health and safety warning and it is on the schedule of work to be 

carried out but no date has been provided.  Mr Brookland asked if the bench opposite 

Barleys could be painted.  The Clerk to arrange for this to be done.  Mr Brookland also 

requested that more recycling bins be made available in the car park area has they are 

repeatedly full.  District Councillor Wotherspoon agreed to look into the situation 

Lynda Ryan, Head of Community Support Services Age UK West Sussex outlined the 

service that was now up and running in Middleton in respect of “Social Prescribing”.  

Age UK together with GP’s have funded the project for 2018/2019 at a cost of £60,000, 

for 2019/2020 GP’S have agreed to fund £30,000 but Age UK cannot fund 2019/2020 

and looking to parish councils to assist with funding.  The Chairman stated that as a rule 

grants or donations are not provided by the parish council, but there is an item on the 

agenda covering this point which will be discussed later. 

Mr Burrell Chairman of Middleton-on-Sea Association (MOSA) spoke with regard to the 

Conservation Area for Middleton and was grateful for the support from the Parish 

Council.  MOSA are working on an initial strategic plan and are keen to involve the 

Parish Council in this process over the coming months.  The Chairman stated that the 

Parish Council are very supportive of the project and asked if any member of the Parish 

Council wished to be involved to assist MOSA.  Councillor Mansfield stated his interest 

in being the representative for the Parish Council which was agreed by members 
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5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The Chairman reported that she attended a training course with regard to Emergency 

Resilience at Felpham Community Hall.  Councillor Mrs Johnson stated that a number of 

parish councils are coming together to form hubs for emergencies. 

 

6.  COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 

County Councillor Mrs Pendleton reported on the following, 

 Special flu vaccine for people over 65 is available and is free to all. 

 West Sussex County Council working to keep children and vulnerable adults safe 

from online messages and training courses are being set up. 

 Yapton Poultry Farm & Elms Farm – both farm building are vacant, planning 

permission for 13 houses approved, both sites deteriorating due to vandalism and 

demolition projects for both sites possible.  Ecological survey being carried out at 

both sites.  West Sussex County Council plan to sell site of 13 houses with 

planning permission and let out farming land on a tenancy agreement.  Elms Farm 

to continue with survey work but to progress demolition, West Sussex County 

Council seeking to maximise value of site, farmland to be let on farm business 

tenancies.  Councillor Mansfield stated that the farmhouse buildings may not be 

protected and suggested that County Councillor Mrs Pendleton “call in” the 

decision on the demolition order.  Mrs Pendleton requested what reasons are there 

for the “call in”.  The Chairman and Councillor Mansfield agreed to investigate 

reasons and prepare a report for the County Councillor. 

Councillor Mrs Johnson reported that the doctor’s surgery do not have any flu 

vaccine as there is a shortage at present.  Councillor Shepherd stated that there is a 

national shortage and the special vaccine for the over 65’s is running out. 

 

7. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT     

The Clerk having previously circulated the report was noted by members. Mrs Oakley 

reported on the fencing at the foreshore (Crown Estates) and that the beacons by the 

groynes has been reported for investigation. 

 

8. ITEMS not otherwise on the Agenda which the Chairman is of the opinion should 

be considered as a matter of urgency due to special circumstances – Councillor Mrs 

Claxton requested that a photograph of the Parish Council be taken at the next meeting in 

December 2018.  The Clerk was requested to arrange for the photographer to be in 

attendance 

  

9. MATTERS ARISING 

a) Update on actions from previous meeting 

The Clerk having previously circulated a report was noted by members.   

Councillor Mrs Claxton reported that the Middleton Community Speed Watch Group is 

now registered and volunteers from the parish council have also been registered.  The 

police have stated that the parish council should now purchase the necessary equipment 

which costs around £495 which consist of camera and other equipment.  The next step is 

to identify the roads where speeding exists for the police to assess and advise volunteers 

where they can safely stand with the camera.  Councillor Mrs Claxton requested that 
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members email her with details of roads to be considered.  Clerk to investigate equipment 

needed and cost  

The Clerk reported that no response has been received from Ben Whiffin at West Sussex 

County Council Highways in response to speeding.  The Clerk was requested to contact 

Ben Whiffin 

b) Draft 5 Year Forward Plan 

The Clerk having circulated the amended draft plan was discussed by members.  

Councillor Allsopp proposed two changes under Secondary Goal 15, that the action 

regarding break clauses on parish assets be removed as there are none and the action on 

maintenance of Scout Hall also be removed.  Councillor Wotherspoon seconded the 

proposal and was agreed by members.  Members also approved the following 

amendments 

 Main Goal 7 – remove Pond & Green 

 Main Goal 3 – add requirement for Ditch Warden 

 Main Goal 3 – add Conservation Area 

The Clerk was requested to amend the draft plan and circulate a final 5 Year Forward 

Plan. 

c) Remembrance Day Service 

The Chairman reported that following discussions with Father William of St Nicholas 

Church a Remembrance Service will be held at the church and that she will attend and lay 

a wreath by the War Memorial Plaque on behalf of the Parish Council and will not be 

attending the service at Ford.  The Chairman stated that it would be more appropriate to 

move the Silent Soldier from the green by the pond to the Church, this was agreed by 

members and Councillor Mansfield agreed to install the Silent Soldier at the church. 

d) Donations/Grants to worthwhile causes 

Councillor Darling stated that he has joined the Bognor Armed Forces Day Committee 

and also Bognor Carnival Committee and members of this committee and the Bognor 

Carnival Committee have asked if the parish council will be making a grant/donation as 

the events are attended by Middleton residents.  Councillor Allsopp stated that in March 

2009 the parish council agreed to abandon any grants/donations on the basis of keeping 

the precept as low as possible.  Councillor Wotherspoon agreed and stated that it was 

difficult to decide who got what of parishioner’s money.  Councillor Darling stated that 

other parishes do have a fund and overcome this problem and felt that Middleton can be 

very exclusive and look after themselves and in the future be more open to assist.  

Councillor Wotherspoon stated that Felpham Parish Council do provide grants/donations 

but they are much bigger than Middleton and raise more money.  Members discussed the 

situation and considered what could be done, no vote was taken and it was decided to 

raise this again when the new Parish Council is formed in May 2019. 

e) Green Dog Walker Scheme 

Councillor Wotherspoon stated that preliminary investigations have been undertaken with 

other councils and is awaiting information on the costs, a benefits compared to cost 

analysis is to be carried out and once this is completed a decision can be made. 

f) Friends of MOS Pond & Green Charity – CCTV Investigation Works 

Councillor Mrs Mills stated that the work has been undertaken, blockages have been 

jetted and cleared where possible.  There is a need to de-silt the pond and the charity will 

be making an application under Operation Watershed for funding.  Councillor Mansfield 
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stated that Arun DC drainage officer will need to amend the plans based on the 

investigation findings for Yapton Road. Councillor Mrs Mills reported that some 

revetment work will be necessary on the west bank and that old wood from the 

refurbishment work being carried out on sea defences has been provided to the charity.  

Councillor Mrs Mills also asked for volunteers for leaf clearance at the pond and green 

on Saturday 15th December 2018 at 10.00am. 

g) Consider savings options on paper & consumables at Parish meetings 

Councillor Mrs Claxton raised the issue of wasted paper plus other consumables in 

providing copies of agendas and minutes for the public at parish meetings and suggested 

that a notice board be set up with agenda and minutes.  Councillor Allsopp stated that the 

Local Government (Electronic Communications) England Order in 2015 permits the 

service of agendas to councillors by email if the individual councillor has given their 

consent.  Councillor Mrs Mills objected and wished to receive hard copies and Councillor 

Wotherspoon stated that councillors would need to opt-in.  The Chairman requested that 

this matter be reviewed by each committee and the Clerk was requested to place on the 

necessary agendas for discussion. 

10. DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 

(a) The minutes dated 19th September and 3rd October 2018 having been 

 circulated to members were noted. 

11.     GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – Nothing to report 

(a)  JWAAC Highways & Transport Sub-Committee Meeting 23rd September      

 2018 – Meeting Notes – The Clerk having previously circulated the meeting 

 notes were noted by members.    

12      PARISH LAND AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE – Nothing to report 

13. CORRESPONDENCE  

(1) Clerks & Councils Direct 

14. FINANCE COMMITTEE  

a) Bank Accounts - 

The Clerk reported on the following Bank Accounts 

Current Account £  1,250.00 

Business Reserve £66,778.11 

Total £68,028.11 

b) Accounts for payment - 

  

Arun DC Car Park Cont. * £1780.00 

WSCC Payroll * £1230.70 

Lock Centre CCTV * £84.00 

Came & Company Insurance * £1445.88 

Admor Ltd Middleton News * £1107.00 

EasyHosting Website * £12.00 

Gillian Fowler Middleton News * £529.39 

Lock Centre Upgrade CCTV * £1896.00 

Total   £8084.97 
 Issued prior to meeting 
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15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Councillor Mrs Johnson stated that she has prepared a report on footpaths which she will 

provide to County Councillor Mrs Pendleton, some of the major footpaths by Yapton 

Poultry Farm are completely inaccessible.  Councillor Mrs Pendleton reported her 

concerns for Middleton with regard to the Non-Strategic Sites Consultation.  Councillor 

Allsopp stated that the number of houses planned for Middleton is 200 and efforts are 

being made to restrict this to 150 and meetings and a letter has been sent to Arun DC 

outlining the reasons.  Councillor Mansfield was concerned that the figure of 150 houses 

would put the parish council in a difficult position if a planning application is received 

and this figure has been suggested to Arun DC.  The Chairman stated that Arun DC 

allocation is 200 houses which we do not agree with, the Parish Council would like a 

meeting with Arun DC and West Sussex County Council to consider what we want for 

housing development but the two Councils refuse to talk to us and that West Sussex 

County Council need to look at the bigger picture and decide not to sell the planning 

permission for 13 houses at Yapton Poultry Farm.  Councillor Allsopp stated that as a 

representative of the parish Development Control Committee he has carried out their 

instructions with regard to the letter sent to Arun DC.  Councillor Shepherd stated that as 

Chair of the DCC the support from Councillor Allsopp to the DCC has been fantastic.  

Councillor Darling confirmed the comments made by Councillor Shepherd and 

Councillor Allsopp should be commended for his efforts.  Councillor Allsopp advised 

District Councillor Mrs Oakley that he has sent copies to her of the latest correspondence 

from Paul Collins.  Councillor Wotherspoon stated that Paul Collins is well respected and 

was the officer in charge of planning at Arun DC some time ago. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman reminded members that the next meeting 

will be held on the 19th December 2018 at 7.00pm and the meeting closed at 9.00pm 
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