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JOIN IN ON THE CELEBRATIONS!
MIDDLETON ON SEA PARISH COUNCIL AND THE JUBILEE HALL COMMITTEE  

WILL BE HOLDING A CELEBRATION PARTY TO MARK THE

75TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF VE DAY!

 SHRUBBS FIELD: Access to the Field is FREE
l VINTAGE VEHICLE DISPLAY and MEMORABILIA TENT l

PRE-BOOKED TICKET ENTRY

l EVENING DANCING TO LIVE MUSIC l 
Jubilee Hall, PRE-BOOKED TICKET ENTRY plus BAR - £6.00 per person

l AFTERNOON TEA PARTY SINGALONG l
Jubilee Hall, PRE-BOOKED TICKET ENTRY - £3.00 per person

l FREE TEDDY BEAR’S CHILDREN’S TEA PARTY l
Scout Hall, but you still need a ticket to come!

All  tickets available from:

Peters Newsagents, Middleton Road, Gifts With Love, Elmer Road and
Sarah’s Hairdresser, Elmer Road or Telephone: Joyce Weston on 01243 583298

FRIDAY 8TH MAY 2020

CanCelled on Government 

adviCe due to Coronavirus.



Free Delivery ‐ Free Parking

In the centre of Middleton‐on‐Sea

A & M Barley Ltd
161 Middleton Road
Middleton‐on‐Sea
PO22 6DE

Phone: 01243 586213
Email: shop@barleys.biz
Web: www.barleys.biz

Open 6 full days
08:45 to 17:00 (Sat 16:30)

Compost Special Offers
J Arthur Bowers ‐ Top quality

Mul�‐Purpose (all round value)
2 for £9.00 4 for £16.00

Jack's Magic (tradi�onal blend)
2 for £12.00

New Horizon (peat free)
2 for £12.00
Top Soil

2 for £8.00 4 for £14.00
Bark Chips (100ltrs)
2 for £16.00 4 for £30.00

Full range of speciality composts, 
plant foods, weedkillers, lawn care, 
pest and disease control chemicals.

Hardware  DIY
Plumbing  Electrical
Home and Garden

Calor Gas  Camping Gaz
Pet food and supplies
Wild bird and fish foods

Gifts
Toys

Keys cut
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In Touch with Jacky Pendleton

We are now well into the New Year and things are 
moving ahead as planned following us leaving the 
European Union.  I believe it is an exciting new chapter 
locally and regardless of personal views, we all need to 
join together and take advantage of the opportunities 
which will most certainly arise.

As far as the issues which I have been dealing with lately, 
we are moving on fast with ideas for improved highways 
infrastructure on the A259.  I have been working hard with 
West Sussex County Council on this piece of road and the 
myriad of junctions which cause so many problems.  Design 
stage for Comet Corner, Oyster Catcher, Bairds Business 
Park, Clymping roundabout and Ferry Road intersections 
is progressing fast and consideration is being given to the 
adjoining roads particularly from the north – all we then 
have to do is find the money!

Provision for our children within the local schools has 
also been occupying me to a large degree, particularly those 
children who are the most vulnerable in our community.  
Felpham Community College opened its new building last 
month, the opening ceremony for which I attended and 
saw the improved facilities which should offer our children 
more opportunity to thrive.  Provision of primary education 
is also in high focus with the combination of infant and 
junior schools at Bishop Tufnell.

Provision of adult services is obviously a hot topic in our 
area and various establishments which provide residential, 
respite and nursing care have become high focus of late.  
These services do, of course, cross the boundary of County 
Council and District Council responsibility and given 
that I am also a District Councillor, I have found lots of 

cross boundary advantages which have helped to resolve 
issues in a realistic way.  It is vitally important that any 
new provision is in a suitable location and as some of you 
will already know, I do not believe that the site of the old 
Poultry Farm in Yapton Road is suitable.  I have also been 
involved with seeking to resolve the problems associated 
with homeless street sleepers both to the advantage of the 
community and also for the individual.

Insensitive parking is becoming more of an issue at the 
western edge of our village and I have been working with 
some of my residents to try and alleviate the issues caused 
by others, particularly those people who churn up our 
verges and make our environment less attractive.  I would 
urge people to have more care with how they park, and 
think both of other people and also about preserving our 
environment.

I would like to thank all the residents and members of 
the Parish Council who have supported various initiatives 
which I have sought to introduce, by way of various 
community schemes which seek to enhance our village and 
monitor and improve our footpaths and other rights of way.  
Volunteers for our community are our life-blood when 
funding is so scarce and your efforts are much appreciated.

Lastly my sincere sympathies go out to any of my 
residents who have experienced flooding in recent times.  
My thoughts are with you and I will be working practically 
with West Sussex County Council to try and minimise this 
happening into the future.

Happy Easter to you all!
Jacky

In Touch with Jacky Pendleton



Are	  Your	  Feet	  Hur+ng?	  
	  Put	  a	  Spring	  in	  your	  Step	  at:	  

FELPHAM	  CHIROPODY	  &	  PODIATRY	  SURGERY	  
The	  Guernsey	  Suite	  

Flansham	  Park	  Health	  centre.	  Felpham	  
01243	  584861	  

Private	  Chiropody	  and	  Podiatry	  Prac+ce	  

Ben	  Walsh	  BSc(Hons)Pod.,	  DPodM.,	  MChS,	  State	  Registered	  
Chiropodist	  and	  Podiatrist	  

	  Health	  Professions	  Council	  Registered	  

Rou+ne	  Chiropody	  Treatments.	  Corns	  Callous,	  Ingrowing	  toenails	  etc.	  
Nail	  Surgery	  under	  Local	  Anaesthesia	  
Bespoke	  Prescrip+on	  Ortho+cs	  
General	  foot	  care	  and	  advice.	  
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Bognor Regis Handbell Ringers / VE Memorabilia

Bognor Regis Handbell Ringers have given 
Kent, Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance Trust, 
a cheque for £1,600 which represents the 
funds raised by the group during 2019.  This 
donation will be used to help finance the Air 
Ambulance’s life-saving care 24 hours a day. 

Pauline Allsopp, Secretary of the Handbell 
Ringers, said “We are absolutely delighted to 
be able to provide these funds, which were £100 
more than projected, to support the excellent 
work of the Air Ambulance, which is available 
365 days a year across Kent, Surrey & Sussex.  
This is the third year our group has supported 
the Air Ambulance and to date we have raised 
a total of £5,100 for the charity.

The Handbell Ringers will be supporting the 
Air Ambulance for a fourth year (2020) and 
hope to raise a similar amount to assist this 
extremely well administered charity.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those who have supported us throughout 
2019 and the members of the group for their 
ongoing commitment and enthusiasm”.

Kent, Surrey & Sussex  
Air Ambulance receive a  

£1,600 donation

HANDBELL RINGERS

After careful consideration St Wilfrid’s Hospice has 
taken the decision to postpone Moonlight Walk 2020 
in light of the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak, and 
this special event is now scheduled to take place on 5th 
September 2020.

We have decided the responsible decision is to 
postpone Moonlight Walk until a time when we can be 
more confident of ensuring this special remembrance 
event that means so much to so many can take place 
when as many of our cherished supporters and 
volunteers are able to take part as possible.

We know that many of you are looking forward to 
this event and we apologise for any inconvenience 
caused. We hope you understand the reasoning behind 
this postponement and hope you are able join us on our 
new scheduled date of Saturday 5th September 2020 
for your walk.

Important Update
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Sales, Service and Repair
Chainsaws 
Strimmers

Mowers 
Garden Tractors

Blowers 
Compactor Plates

Rotovators 
Husqvama

Walberton Place Farm, Yapton Lane, Walberton, Arundel, BN18 0AS 
01243 554065 E: info@dmchainsaws.com W: www.dmchainsaws.com

H
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New Parish Council Website / Become a Parish Councillor

n Following the resignation of Councillors Paul 
Wotherspoon and Mrs Terry Claxton two 
vacancies exist on the Parish Council which will 
be filled by co-option and applications are sought 
from members of the public for this position.

n As a Parish Councillor you will be able to 
represent the views of your local community 
and to seek to improve the quality of services 
provided across the Parish.

n The Parish Council meets seven times a year.  
The meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month.

n Parish Councillors are also expected to be 
members of at least one committee.  These 
normally meet on a Wednesday evening.  Some 
committees meet 4 times per annum, however 
the Development Control Committee meets 24 
times per annum.

n If you would like to be considered, please write 
to the Clerk of the Council at the address below 
stating why you consider yourself suitable for 
the position and enclose a C.V.  If you would like 
further information, please telephone the Clerk 
of the Council (01243 585262)

n The closing date for application is Friday 17th 
April 2020

Dated:  30th March 2020                  Signed:
J W Lake

Parish Clerk
7 North Avenue East

Middleton-on-Sea
Bognor Regis

PO22 6HQ

Middleton-on-Sea Parish Council
AN OPPORTUNITY TO BECOME

A PARISH COUNCILLORFor many years the Parish Council website has 
been a shared service with West Sussex County 
Council and is limited as to what information it can 
provide.

The Parish Council approved the setting up of a new 
dedicated website which will still include all the necessary 
legal requirements but will also look to be more community 
based with more information.

By the time you read this edition of Middleton News the 
new website should be available and online, if you need to 
visit the new website there is a new website address which 
is,

www.middleton-on-sea-pc.gov.uk

You will see that the new website carries a lot more 
information which the Parish Clerk will update on a regular 
basis.  If you have an item that you would like to place on 
the website then contact Joe Lake, Parish Clerk on 01243 
585262 or by email mospc@btconnect.com.  The new 
website covers some additional items such as,

n	 Upcoming Events – if you have an event that you  
would like to put on the website then contact us.

n Latest News – these will be updated as they happen, 
if you have an item that you would like to put on the 
website then contact us.

n Planning Applications – this advises you of 
what planning applications for the parish are to 
be discussed at the next Development Control 
Committee.  It also advises you how to comment on 
planning applications if you wish to support or object

n Our Community – one of the main areas is ‘Support 
your Local Businesses’, currently this includes those 
organisations that currently advertise in Middleton 
News, if you would like your organisation to be 
included on this page then contact us.  There is also a 
section for Clubs and Societies, if you would like to 
be included then please contact us.

n Calendar of Events – this will show Parish Council 
meeting dates and dates for upcoming events.

So please take a look at the new website it will evolve over 
time and if you have any suggestions on how this can be 
improved then please contact the Parish Clerk.

new dedIcated parIsh coUncIl 
websIte
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Parish Council Update

Parish Clerk - Joe Lake
Telephone 01243 585262

Email: mospc@btconnect.com
7 North Avenue East, Middleton-on-Sea, Bognor Regis 

West Sussex PO22 6HQ

Parish CounCil Website
www.middleton-on-sea.co.uk

defrIbIllator poInts
n Jubilee Hall, Middleton

n The Cabin, Elmer

n Middleton Sports Club, Sea Lane

If you respond to any of the businesses that advertise in 
the “Middleton News”, then please let them know  

that you saw their advertisement HERE

 tree plantIng scheme – Arun District Council 
have given permission to the Parish Council for eight trees 
to be planted on the green opposite St Nicholas Church in 
Cootes Lane. 

Unfortunately West Sussex County Council refused 
permission for a much larger tree planting scheme (150 
trees) along the A259 at Comet Corner and down Yapton 
Road.  The Parish Council have signed up to the West 
Sussex County Council climate pledge which includes the 
planting of more trees but planting on this site was refused.  
The Parish Council will continue to find suitable sites 
within the village so that more trees can be planted, if you 
know of any possible locations please contact the Parish 
Clerk

plannIng applIcatIon for care home – 
the planning application for a Care Home on the Yapton 
Poultry Farm site has been REFUSED by Arun District 
Council.  Following over 150 objections from local 
residents including objections from the Parish Council the 
application was refused on a number of grounds.

Following the refusal of this planning application the 
previously approved planning application still remains for 
the development of 13 houses on the site. 

Approved planning applications must begin work on the 
site within three years or the application will lapse, it was 
interesting to note that following the refusal of the care 
home application there was only a short period of time 
left before the application for the 13 houses lapsed and 
this saw hectic efforts to carry out demolition of the house 
and outbuildings on the site. Currently the only work that 
seems to be done is removal of roof tiles from the house 
and no doubt Arun District Council will see this as a start 
of the development for the 13 houses within the time period 
even if nothing else happens. There is also the possibility 
of asbestos within the house and/or the outbuildings but 
Arun District Council allowed the work to continue and 
have advised that an asbestos report has been received but 
are not duty bound to release it and have not as yet done 
so.  There is the possibility that the applicants for the care 
home will take this to appeal and we have to wait and see 
what the next move is. 

arUn dIstrIct coUncIl –Change in the Council’s 
Form of Governance – At the meeting of the Arun DC Full 
Council on the 15th January 2020, the Council resolved to 
cease operating a Leader and Cabinet form of governance 
and to operate a Committee System form of governance.  

The effective date for implementation of this change to the 
form of governance will be the Annual Council Meeting 
to be held on the 19th May 2021.  The Committee System 
form of governance allows for six Service Committees, to 
be known as the:

n Corporate Policy & Performance Committee

n Corporate Support Committee

n Planning Policy Committee

n Residential & Wellbeing Services Committee

n Environment & Neighbourhood Services 
Committee

n Economic Committee

The Committee System will also include four Regulatory
Committees known as the:

n Audit & Governance Committee

n Development Control Committee

n Licensing Committee

n Standards Committee

Further information is available from Arun DC website at 
www.arun.gov.uk.  

Spring 2020 Middleton News

Parish Council Update
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Arun West U3A (Bridge Group) Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Phil Butler 01243 583604

Arun West U3A (Art Workshop) Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Alison Peplow 07515 727133

Middleton Art Group Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Carole Keen 01243 584399

Bridge Club Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Roger Bill 01243 582548

Elmer Entertainers Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Rosemary Phillips 01243 584254 

Felpham Flower Club Memorial Hall, Vicarage Lane Sandra Dean 01243 542684

Felpham & Middleton Country Dance Club Small Jubilee Hall, Middleton Barbara Oakley 01243 582627 

Felpham & Middleton Horticultural Society St. Mary’s Centre, Felpham Paula Puleston (Member Sec) 01243 584843

Felpham & Middleton Horticultural Society St. Mary’s Centre, Felpham Don Faircloth (Shows) 01243 587753

Middleton Autumn Club Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Joyce Weston 01243 583298

Middleton Bingo Club Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Joyce Weston 01243 583298

Middleton Camera Club Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Alan Fitzgerald 01243 584733

Middleton-on-Sea Women’s Institute Scout Hall, Shrubbs Field Sally Isherwood 01243 586214

Modern Sequence Dancing Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Pam Green 01243 585192

MusicSmart SingSing Ladies Choir Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Hilary Bishop 01243 842150

MusicSmart Felpham Community Singers Felpham Methodist Church Hilary Bishop 01243 842150

Organ Club Jubilee Hall, Shrubbs Field Mrs Scott 01243 824070

Shrubbs Art Scout Hall, Shrubbs Field Deidre Jeavons 01243 867674

HALL HIRE DETAILS:
Church Hall: Fr William 01243 586348  •  Jubilee Hall: Joyce Weston 01243 583298  •  Scout Hall: Margaret Minty 01243 583034

All Aspects of Tree Surgery & Hedge Cutting
Local, Friendly and Reliable

Fully NPTC Qualified and Insured
For a Free Quote & Very Reasonable Rates contact:

CHRIS MATTHEWS
Home: 01243 585 981 • Mobile: 07930 470 280

Website: www.cmtreecare.com

Call 01243 868080
for details or on-line at 
www.woodstravel.co.uk

Park Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 2PX

The complete travel service

Services We Provide:
• Private Coach Hire 

• Day Excursions
• UK & Continental Coach  

& Air Holidays
• Private Group Holidays/Excursions

• ABTA Bonded Travel Agency
• Sussex Cruise Club

If you respond to any of the businesses that advertise in the “Middleton News”,   
then please let them know that you saw their advertisement HERE

FELPHAM
103 - 105 Felpham Way, PO22 8QB
01243 587067
www.funeralcare.co.uk

 

Pre-paid funeral plans
Free bereavement centre
24 hour service

Middleton News Spring 2020

Community Noticeboard
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Out and about!Out and about!
AprilApril  
5 Alexandra Threatre presents: “SPRINGTIME IN PARIS”  
 2.30pm.  The Regis Centre, Bognor Regis
 The Littlehampton Concert Band will be returning to perform their   
 Annual Springtime celebration concert with a distinctly French twist!
 For information: 01243 861010 or www.alexandratheatre.co.uk
23 Felpham & Middleton Horticultural Society. 7.30pm 
 HOSTAS - Illustrated Talk by John Baker 
 St. Mary’s Centre, Grassmere Close, Felpham PO22 7NU.
 Contact: Paula Puleston 01243 584843
27 AIR ACES TALK by Mr. Jeff Montgomery  
 on BRITISH SKYDIVING
 7.30pm. Chichester Park Hotel. PO19 7QL
 Visitors: £5.00 Members £3.00
 Visit: www.airaces.org.uk or call: 01243 823007

MayMay
2 Alexandra Threatre presents:  
 “40 YEARS OF THE REGIS CENTRE” 7.30pm 
 The Regis Centre, Bognor Regis 
 The Theatre is celebrating its 40th Anniversary, so the Regis centre 
 are producing a spectacle of live entertainment from well known   
 talented local companies.  
 For information: 01243 861010 or www.alexandratheatre.co.uk
14 The Bognor Friends of Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice   
 invite you to their ever popular PLANT SALE Starting at 10.00am 
 At St. Mary’s Centre, Grassmere Close, Felpham PO22 7NU.    
 COME & JOIN US FOR COFFEE & CAKES AS WELL AS GREAT  
 PLANTS  Entry 50p. 
 Come early to avoid disappointment, always well attended!! 
18 AIR ACES TALK by Air Ambulance Trust (Kent, Surrey &   
 Sussex).  One hour update only followed by AGM 
 on BRITISH SKYDIVING
 7.30pm. Chichester Park Hotel. PO19 7QL
 Visitors: £5.00 Members £3.00
 Visit: www.airaces.org.uk or call: 01243 823007
 
JuneJune
13-14 Middleton Art Group SUMMER EXHIBITION  
 10.00am - 6.00pm.  Art Exhibition & Sale of Paintings & Prints.
 The Norfolk Centre, Mill Road, Arundel. ADMISSION FREE.   
 Donation to St. Wilfrid’s Hospice appreciated. 01243 584399
20 Felpham & Middleton Horticultural Society. 2pm - 4.30pm 
 ROSE and SWEETPEA SHOW
 Non-members welcome to exhibit
 St. Mary’s Centre, Grassmere Close, Felpham PO22 7NU.
 Contact: Don Faircloth 01243 587753
27 AIR ACES TALK by Mr. John (Jock) Heron  
 F-105 Thunderbird then Area 51, 60 Years of Secrets at Groom   
 Lake.     7.30pm. Chichester Park Hotel. PO19 7QL
 Visitors: £5.00 Members £3.00
 Visit: www.airaces.org.uk or call: 01243 823007
25 Felpham & Middleton Horticultural Society. 7.30pm 
 BIG IDEAS for SMALL SPACES - Talk by Martyn Cox 
 National Vegetable Society
 St. Mary’s Centre, Grassmere Close, Felpham PO22 7NU.
 Contact: Paula Puleston 01243 584843

To advertise in
“Middleton News” 

please contact 

Gillian Fowler 
on 07759 048322

or email: 

nightowl654@hotmail.com
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IN THIS ISSUE

Winter 2019
Winter 2019

to ALL OUR RESIDENTS OF MIDDLETON & ELMER

and to all our Advertisers in Middleton News, Volunteer Distributors  

and the Production Team

A BIG THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT
Happy New Year  to you all

MerryChristmas
MerryChristmas

Felpham Methodist
Church

A warm and friendly church with something 
for everyone

SUNDAY SERVICES

1st Sunday in month  9:00 Holy Communion 
 10:30 All age worship

All other Sunday’s 10:30 Morning worship (with   
  junior church)

YOUNG PEOPLE’S ACTIVITIES

Toddler Group:  for Mums/Dads/carers and under 5’s:  
 Monday & Fridays (term time) 
 from 1:15 – 3:15pm

Rocky Road:  for children in reception to year 6: 
 Thursdays (term time) from 6-7:15pm

Uturn:  for children from year 6 to teenage:  
 Fridays from 7:30 – 9pm

JAFFA:  for teenagers:  
 Fridays from 7:30 - 9pm

For further information please contact the Church Office:  
on 01243 855610

Spring 2020 Middleton News

Community Noticeboard

WELCOME TO 

ST NICHOLAS, MIDDLETON 
“The Church at the Heart of the Community” 

Vicar: Fr William Marston (586348).  w.marston@btinternet.com 

Weekly Services 
Wednesdays 8.00am Thursdays 10.00am

Sundays: 8.00am (said), 10.00am (hymns) 
First Sunday of the month only: the 8.00am Service is from  

‘The Book of Common Prayer’ (1662) 

OTHER ACTIVITIES:  
Youth Group (Term-time only) Thursdays  7.00 - 8.30pm (11-15 yr olds) 
Village Coffee Morning  Thursdays 10.30a.m
 Coffee, tea & biscuits. A chance to make new friends. 
We would be delighted to welcome you to:
Mothering Sunday 22nd March 8.00/10.00am Services. 
Palm Sunday 5th April 8.00am/10.00am Services  (If weather is good, the  
 10.00 Service will start at Shrubbs Drive car park with  
 a Palm Sunday Procession to Church).
Maundy Thursday 9th April 10.00am/7.30pm Services. 7.30pm Service with  
 commemoration of the Last Supper
Good Friday 10th April 2.00pm-3.00pm. Service commemorating Jesus’  
	 Crucifixion.
Easter Sunday 12th April 6.30/8.00/10.00am Services.If the weather is good,  
 the 6.30am Service will be held on Elmer Beach
 Please come to church for 6.25am. 
 Light refreshments will be served after all Services,  
 in the Church Hall.
Sunday 26th April 11.15am Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
 in Church.
Sunday 3rd May 5.00pm Celebration Service, with Refreshments. 
 Speaker: Canon Andrew White, Vicar of Baghdad.

If you would like to join the Church’s Electoral Roll, please contact Father William 
(Details as above)
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As part of the St Nicholas ‘Think-Eco’ project an event 
is to be held at the Church bringing together providers 
of advice, ideas and/or products to sell, to meet with 
customers seeking to see how to reduce their carbon 
footprint and sometimes save money too! 

The date for your Diary is Saturday May 16th 
from 10am till 2pm. No charges will be made either 
to providers setting up a stall or to customers for 
admission.  Refreshments and a children’s activity corner 
(contributory materials welcome!) should ensure that we 
all have time to explore further the options open to us, for 

this important task, in a relaxed environment.

While there has been a good response from local 
Councils et al there are still a few spaces available and 
anyone who wishes to share any additional ideas/products 
which meet with the above criteria is welcome to apply to 
be included in the event. 

Middleton News Spring 2020

Chichester Art Trail / St Nicholas “Think Eco” Project

In ELMER you will find decorative Raku fired 
ceramics as well as larger organic shaped outdoor 
pots.  Just round the corner there are large and small 
canvases in acrylic and oils some depicting Climate 
Change topics.  Moving into Middleton, you will see 
watercolour and pastel work; and animal portraits. 

In FELPHAM VILLAGE you will find Artists with 
acrylic pours; botanical art; candles but maybe not as 
you have seen before; jewellery; ink & watercolour 
illustrations of vehicles, shells; and engaging 
embroidery and abstract art.  

At BILSHAM four Artists will be displaying stained 
glass; wildlife ceramics; watercolour and acrylic 
paintings; drawings of big cats; outdoor sculptures of 
wildlife; displayed in intriguing surroundings. 

Finally, at FLANSHAM exhibits will include glass 
and driftwood sculptures; and oil or acrylic paintings 
large and small.

Chichester Arts Trail - 18 Regis Artists
In the five villages of Elmer, Middleton, Felpham, Bilsham and Flansham, within a 
radius of just 2 miles, there will be 18 Artists displaying their various diverse works 

during the Chichester Arts Trail.

VENUE 56 LINDA SMITH  
- Hand built moulded and thrown ceramics 
14 Arundel Way, Elmer PO22 6JH

VENUE 57 RITA HERBERT
- Paintings and drawings in Oils

2A Templesheen Road, Elmer PO22 6JB

Chichester Arts Trail 2nd/3rd May, Fri 8th/9th/10th May 2020, open 1030-1700  FREE ENTRY
For further information see  https://www.chichesterarttrail.org/venues/regis/Venues 46-61. 
A full colour brochure is available in April from Venues, Public houses, Libraries, Churches, and more.

St Nicholas Church ‘Think-Eco’ Project
Recently there has been much media coverage on the need for the government to act to save our 
planet.  Less obvious in that coverage is the responsibility EACH & EVERY ONE OF US has in 
that task!  

Gerbera Le Fort (Parochial Church Council Secretary);
St Nicholas Church, Elmer Road Middleton-on-Sea  

PO22 6ET.    
Tel;: 01243 838238    

email: lefort.seafever@gmail.com
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frIends of mIddleton-on-sea pond and green (charIty no: 1170594) 
DON’s Diaries

 We hope you 
enjoyed our first 
attempt to light 
up the trees at 
the Pond for the 
Christmas period. 
They were there 
for 4 weeks from 
early December to 

early January, and on Friday 13th December we 
held a Carol service at the Pond with pupils from 
Bishop Tufnell Primary School singing for us. 
The event was very well supported with squash, 
mulled wine and mince pies available. We hope to 
hold a similar event next Christmas.

A mixed country hedge has been planted on 
the north western boundary by the shops to take 
the place of the old fence. The mix of plants will 
provide nesting areas and food for our bird life 
as the hedge matures. We also had important tree 
work carried out on the large horse chestnut on the Northern edge, as well as minor dead 
wooding of other trees on site. A further 500 snowdrops, daffodils, winter aconites and 
bluebells (2000 bulbs in total) have also been planted across the site.

Spring 2020 Middleton News

Don’s Diaries

date for yoUr dIary - satUrday 30th MAY 2020 - 10.00 - 12.00
FUND RAISING MORNING  

The Friends of Middleton-on-Sea Pond & Green Charity 
are planning a repeat of their very successful and enjoyable 
community fundraising event that was held last May. 
Once again there will be a large plant stall and a cake and 
produce stall.  There will be a repeat of the very popular 
50/50 game – with even more numbers (because there was 
so much disappointment when we sold out of numbers last 
year) with the chance of an even bigger cash prize. 

We are also planning to run a bumper Tombola stall with 
lots of great prizes to be won and of course the morning 
wouldn’t be complete without Richard and Mel’s famous 
coffee and cake to keep you hanging around chatting and 
spending.

For the ongoing maintenance of the Pond & Green we 
need to raise as much money as possible and would be 
grateful for donations of cakes, plants including your excess 
bedding and vegetable plants and any unwanted gifts and 
items for the Tombola.

A few weeks to go yet so why not cut this reminder 
out and stick it on the fridge?

mIddleton-on-sea pond & green

S P R I N G  C O M M U N I T Y
FUND RAISING EVENT
Saturday 30th May 2020, 10.00-12.00  
on the Village Green (opposite Barley’s)

Plants, cakes, Tombola and 50/50 game 
and delicious coffee & cake

For donations to the stalls please ring the following:

Caroline for Tombola prizes – 01243 582510
Marian for Cakes etc. – 01243 585378

Nicky for Plants – 01243 586526  
& more information

!

 The Pond and Green has so far survived the Winter storms although water levels are at their highest 
with incoming and outgoing ditches full of water

That backdrop has however highlighted the early Spring show of daffodils, snowdrops and primroses, 
with crocus too on the Manor House side of our Green.

We have submitted an application to the West 
Sussex County Council for funds to carry out 
de-silting of the Pond later this year under the 
Government’s Watershed Flood Alleviation 
Scheme. This will allow the Pond area to hold 
more water in times of flood risk. We are hopeful 
of success and will keep you updated.

Our 4 weekly work parties continue to meet 
and carry out priority work to keep the site safe 
and tidy. We are grateful to the majority of dog 
walkers for clearing up after their pets, but note 
with concern that there are one or two who 
don’t!! Please help us by clearing up after your 
dogs, especially to safeguard the health of the 
many youngsters who now visit the site.

 As always we appreciate your support both 
vocally and financially. It’s good to know 
following the Christmas event that people do 
now see the Pond and Green as THEIR Pond and 
Green.

Your Trustees

CanCelled on Government 

adviCe due to Coronavirus.
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MJR Solictors - Inheritance Tax & You

Yes, that’s right, you could inadvertently be 
paying up to £140,000 extra tax to HMRC by not 
reviewing your Will!
Why!!!! I hear you scream. 

It’s because the government introduced the Main 
Residence Nil Rate band, if you pass away leaving a property 
to a lineal descendant i.e. children or grandchildren etc 
then an additional nil rate band is available. From April this 
year, the amount will be £175,000 per person (like nil rate 
band passes between spouses, so on second death £350,000 
can be put towards property) as well as potentially both 
parents nil rate bands of £325,000.00.

So why are we losing out?? 

 Well, if you haven’t reviewed your Will in a while you 
may have inadvertently created a trust in your Will. Trusts 
are likely to lose the residence nil rate band, so be sure to 
have this reviewed often! We can ensure as a couple you 

are able to leave an estate of up to 1 million pounds (for a 
couple) with no Inheritance Tax payable.

Why would you have ever created a trust? 

Well, pre finance act, it was the “right thing to do”. It was 
considered sensible planning to ensure the nil rate band 
could be utilised by both spouses on each death. This did 
change a little a few years ago when the automatic transfer 
of nil rate band was introduced (which did not eradicate 
the use of trusts)…….BUT….. the NEW (ish) MAIN 
RESIDENCE NIL RATE BAND has now meant that 
sensible pre finance act planning is now WRONG! It could 
cost your loved ones £140,000 in Tax, so get checking. 

INHERITANCE TAX – Could you be paying £140,000.00 more than you should??

So for a free review please do not hesitate to contact
me Mark, on 01243 945054  

or email: mark@mjrsolicitors.co.uk 
or just pop in to our Middleton Bankside office 

for a chat.

Managing Director: Mark Riley LLB (Hons)  |  Jane Symonds LLB (Hons) 

Inheritance Tax Planning
Probate & Estate Administration
Divorce | Family Law | Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney

Bankside, Middleton Road, Bognor Regis, PO22 6DB
Email mark@mjrsolicitors.co.uk or jane@mjrsolicitors.co.uk     
Or visit our website at : www.mjrsolicitors.co.uk 

MJR Solicitors Ltd is a Limited Company registered at Companies House, no. 10586960, VAT no. 261 7692 82 
and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under SRA number 637131.

“Here to help when you need it most”

Inheritance Tax - are you paying more than you should?

Could you be paying £140,000 
more than you should?
With proper planning, we can 
ensure you don’t pay more than 
you need to. You are able to leave 
an estate of up to £1 million 
pounds (for a couple) with no 
Inheritance Tax payable.
Contact us today to book your 
FREE Inheritance Tax REVIEW.  

Tel 01243 945054
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Make Ours a Chemical Free Zone

the shrUbbery wI 
at mIddleton-on-sea

On the occasion of our 12th Birthday on Monday 10th 
February, The Shrubbery WI displayed a wonderful and 
colourful collection of knitted articles for Premature 
babies, which were knitted by the Members of our “Knit 
and Natter” group. All the items were then given to the 
Prem Baby Unit at Chichester Hospital. There were about 
100 items including hats, cardigans, blankets, mittens 
and bootees.

I am lucky enough to remember when the countryside 
was an explosion of colour and sound; fields were full of 
wild flowers alive with insects and birds. It saddens me 
when now I drive through well kept villages and green 
countryside where the only flowers are a few dandelions 
and daisies. 

Just recently the most comprehensive and detailed review 
of the state of nature was published in Paris. One key 
finding is that nature is declining; the main reason is the 
loss of habitat, but the second is the increased use of weed 
killers and pesticides. However, in land managed by local 
communities, nature is declining less rapidly than in other 
areas. While the message is alarming, there are things that 
we can do to halt the decline, such as making our gardens 
more insect friendly and not using these chemicals.

Flowering plants provide not only joy to the observer 
but are a key food source for pollinators and just because 
they are common we should not be pulling them all out, 
or worse still, spraying them. We cannot personally help 
tigers, whales and elephants but we can help local insects, 
birds and plants.

Just recently I have started to put into action a long 
thought of plan. It started when I became involved in the 
grounds maintenance of Elmer Sands estate. I had never 
used weedkillers and pesticides so I didn’t use them on 
the estate. This was in about 2003. We might have gone 
astray a few times since then, but now our public areas are 
a chemical free zone. 

I would like to put forward the case for making our whole 
area a chemical free zone. There is any amount of evidence 
to show that spraying poisons about – and that’s what they 
are - is a dangerous solution to remove nuisance plants 
and a classic short-term, short-sighted exercise which is 
dangerous to humans especially children, animals, insects, 
pond life and the environment as a whole. In fact, the most 

common way for the majority of people in the UK to be 
exposed to pesticides is through spending time in public 
areas.

I have been trying to contact all those responsible for 
grounds maintenance in our private estates etc. asking 
them if they will join us. Now I appreciate that many of 
us think like me and have already stopped the use of these 
chemicals but judging from the full shelves in local stores 
I’m guessing many still have not.  So here are a few good 
reasons to change your minds. 

l  Insects - bees etc… are susceptible to ill-effects.

l  Animals - including pets… are susceptible to ill-
effects.

l  Pond life - frogs, fish etc... are susceptible to ill-
effects.

l  People - especially children… although it is often the 
gardener who is most at risk.

l  Plants can become vulnerable to nutrient deficiency 
and disease.

l  Some chemical herbicides can affect the growth of 
future planting.

l  Some can even contaminate your compost heap.... 

So to those of you who think like the maintenance team 
of Elmer Sands please join me in encouraging others to do 
likewise. For the rest of you I would urge you  to research 
the subject, you may be surprised to find out that there are 
many towns who have already rejected pesticides in their 
maintenance programs and the number keeps growing. 

There are certain things we are not in a position to 
change… however as far as this is concerned, we can all 
make a difference and the more of us who are involved the 
better.

Make our Area a Chemical Free Zone – An article from a local resident



Oakland Care is a family owned business 

with 25 years experience in caring for  

the elderly. 

We offer two beautiful care homes in West 

Sussex, with luxurious accommodation and 

first class care facilities to ensure that your 

loved ones are well looked after during 

their retirement years.

Our team of committed staff offer a personal 

care service delivered 24 hours a day. We 

invest in training for staff to support a quality 

of care in which we can all feel proud.

phone: 01243 842400     email: court@oaklandcare.co.uk     visit: www.oaklandcare.co.uk
Oakland Court, Admiralty Road, Felpham, Bognor Regis, West Sussex  PO22 7DW

Make your home an 
Oakland Care home

Byway House
Luxury Residential care for the retired

• Rated “OUTSTANDING” by Care Quality Commission
• Private Estate near village and beach

• Long established family run home
• Highly experienced registered Manager

• Residential, Respite or Day Care
• Ample space for residents to relax and entertain guests 

Please visit our website
www.bywayhouse.com

For further details or advice please contact the Manager  
Emma Barlow on

01243 583346
or email managerbywayhouse@outlook.com

1 The Byway, Middleton-on-Sea
Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO22 6DR
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